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LEBAISON  AJSD  THE  MIDDLE  EAST 

Most  Newsletter  readers  received  a  6-page  ACTION  Bulletin  soon  after  U.S.  Marines  were  sent  to  Lebanon. 

It  urged,  among  other  things:  immediate  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops,  a  UN  not  a  unilateral  solution,  all-out  sup¬ 
port  of  a  Mideast  regional  economic  development  program  instead  of  military  pacts,  coming  to  terms  with 
Pan  Arabism,  recognition  of  the  legitimate  interests  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  area  on  her  borders. 

In  addition  to  action  suggestions,  the  Bulletin  quoted  statements  on  the  Senate  floor  by  Senators  Mike  Mansfield 
(Mont.),  J.  W.  Fulbright  (Ark.),  John  Sherman  Cooper  (Ky.),  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (Minn.),  Wayne  Morse 
(Ore.),  William  Proxmire  (Wis.),  and  by  Congressman  Henry  S.  Reuss  (Wis.)  in  the  House,  questioning  the 
present  U.S. -Middle  Eastern  policy.  A  critical  evaluation  by  Walter  Lippmann  and  2  editorials  from  The  Wall 
Street  Journal  were  also  included.  Copies  of  the  ACTION  Bulletin  with  more  recent  supplementary  material, 
including  a  statement  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  can  be  obtained  on  request. 


EMPHASIS  ON  MILITARY  SOLUTIONS  CONTINUES 


Congress  is  now  in  the  final  weeks  of  its  session.  Next 
month  we  hope  to  send  you  a  summary  of  its  activities 
in  such  fields  as  foreign  aid,  reciprocal  trade,  farm  sur¬ 
plus  disposal  programs  and  domestic  legislation. 

Enough  legislation  has  already  been  acted  upon,  how¬ 
ever,  to  draw  some  conclusions.  One  which  stands  out 
is  the  continued,  heavy  emphasis  on  military  policies 
and  military  solutions  in  international  affairs,  at  a  time 
when  the  world’s  people  are  rightly  demanding  enough 
to  eat,  some  education,  political  independence  and  the 
opportunity  for  a  better  life. 

For  example: 

•  The  Congress  with  almost  no  real  discussion  and 
under  Administration  pressure  approved  an  “atoms  for 
war”  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  transfer  nuclear 
weapons  information  and  material  to  other  nations  (see 
blow,  “An  Incalculable  Risk.”)  Yet  as  this  Newsletter 
goes  to  press  there  is  a  question  whether  Congress  this 
session  will  authorize  the  United  States  to  join  with  the 
six  European  members  of  EURATOM  in  a  large  scale 
peaceful  nuclear  development  program. 


•  A  new  Space  Agency  was  approved  which  gives  the 
Defense  Establishment  great  power  in  determining  what 
U.S.  space  policy  should  be.  (See  below,  “Space  for 
Peace  and  War.”) 

•  SI, 700, 000, 000  has  been  asked  for  U.  S.  military 
construction  around  the  world  in  fiscal  year  1959. 

•  $38,200,000,000  has  been  requested  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense.  The  Congress  seems  certain  to  increase 
this  amount  substantially. 

•  A  bill  to  increase  military  pay,  costing  $576,000,000 
in  the  coming  year  has  been  approved. 

•  The  lack  of  Congressional  concern  over  possession 
of  nuclear  weapons  by  U.S.  troops  in  Lebanon  is  a 
frightening  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  the  idea 
of  limited  nuclear  war  is  now  accepted. 
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Two  other  areas — education  and  passports — emphasize 
the  way  in  which  “national  security”  and  fear  of  the 
Soviet  Union  are  coloring  policies  which  ought  to  be 
considered  on  their  own  merits. 


Ri^ht  to  1  liis  year  the  President  withdrew  his 

Learn  earlier  recommendations  for  Federal 

aid  in  eliminatinji  the  classroom  shorta'je  and  called 
instead  for  a  crash  projiiarn  at  high  school  and  college 
levels.  This  j)rogram  was  geared  to  our  ’“national  se¬ 
curity  interest"  with  emphasis  on  science  and  engi¬ 
neering. 

On  the  basis  of  these  recommendations,  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  on  B]ducation  and  I.abor  has  just  reported  the 
“National  Defense  Education  Act  of  1958.”  Although 
this  bill  authorizes  Federal  loans  to  needy  college  stu¬ 
dents  and  graduate  fellowships  to  individuals  interested 
in  teaching,  its  central  purpose  is  to  improve  teaching 
and  student  opportunities  in  science,  mathematics  and 
foreign  languages.  The  House  Committee  points  out  that 
“America  is  confronted  with  a  serious  and  continuing 
challenge  in  many  fields.  The  challenge  .  .  .  stems  from 
the  forces  of  totalitarianism.” 

Ri^ht  to  The  Supreme  Court  ruled  on  June  16 

Travel  that  under  present  law  the  State  De¬ 

partment  has  no  authority  to  withhold  [lassports  because 
of  the  applicant’s  associations  and  beliefs. 

The  President  immediately  asked  Congress  to  grant  the 
State  Dejiartment  authority  to  deny  passports  to  persons 
whose  activities  abroad  would  “be  inimical  to  the  se¬ 
curity  of  the  United  States.”  Applicants  would  be  re- 
(juired  to  state  whether  they  are,  or  have  been  “within 
ten  years  prior  to  verifying  the  application,  a  member 
of  the  Communist  Party  or  a  supporter  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  Communist  movement.  .  .  .” 

The  President  emphasized  “the  urgency  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion.  .  .  .  F^ach  day  and  week  that  passes  without  it 
exposes  us  to  great  danger.” 

In  a  statement  prepared  for  the  Senate  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  Clarence  E.  Pickett,  speaking  for  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  said  that  “the 
right  to  travel  is  a  basic  right  and  that  criteria  of  an 
ideological  or  political  nature  are  inappropriate.  Fur¬ 
thermore.  they  are  clear  evidence  of  a  sense  of  weakness 
and  fear  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.”  Apparently 
most  \X  estern  European  gove.rnments  share  these  views. 
None  of  them  attempts  to  impose  the  kind  of  passport 
restrictions  recommended  by  President  Eisenhower. 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  and  six  others  have  intro¬ 
duced  an  excellent  bill  (S.4137|  which  would  broaden 
and  guarantee  the  right  to  travel.  At  this  writing  no 
passport  legislation  is  expected  to  be  enacted  this 
session. 


“It’s  a  Little  Something  I  Learned  From  Our  Salmon” 


AN  INCALCULABLE  RISK 

On  June  30  the  Senate  passed  and  si)ed  to  the  W  hite 
House  a  compromise  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
share  att)mic  weapons  secrets  with  allies.  H.H.  12716 
authorizes: 

— Transfer  of  nuclear  weapons  information,  materials 
and  non-nuclear  parts  to  nations  that  have  made  “sub¬ 
stantial  progress  in  the  development  of  atomic  weap¬ 
ons,”  and 

— Transfer  to  any  ally  of  some  non-nuclear  parts  of 
atomic  weapons  .systems,  military  reactors,  nuclear 
materials  for  use  in  reactors,  and  design  information 
necessary  to  defense  planning  and  development  of 
compatible  missile  systems. 

This  compromise  is  a  somewhat  watered  down  vei>ioii 
of  Administration  proposals.  Congress  added  the  "^iil)- 
stantial  progress”  provisions  and  authorized  a  Congres¬ 
sional  veto  of  particular  exchange  agreements  by  a  con¬ 
current  resolution  of  both  Houses.  These  agreements 
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must  lie  before  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy 
30  days  in  1958  and  60  days  thereafter. 

It  was  hoped  that  these  restrictions  added  by  Congress 
would  prohibit  widespread  export  of  nuclear  weapons 
data  and  material  and  discourage  the  entry  of  additional 
nations  into  the  nuclear  weapons  field.  FCNL  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  concerned  groups  argued  that  these  restric¬ 
tions  are  inadequate,  since  H.R.  12716  establishes  the 
basic  principle  that  the  United  States  can  and  should 
disseminate  nuclear  weapons  information  and  materials. 

Some  Subsequent  Developments 

Great  Britain:  H.R.  12716  was  signed  into  law  July 
2.  July  3  the  President  submitted  to  Congress  a  pro¬ 
posed  agreement  with  the  United  Kingdom  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  exchange  of  atomic  weapons  information, 
and  the  sale  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  a  complete  sub¬ 
marine  nuclear-propulsion  plant  and  10  years  fuel  sup¬ 
ply.  The  aim  is  to  “develop  a  nuclear  submarine  capa¬ 
bility  in  the  British  Fleet  at  the  earliest  possible  time.” 

According  to  newspaper  reports,  proposals  for  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  fissionable  materials  for  nuclear  weapons  were 
excluded  from  the  present  agreement  in  order  to  avoid 
adverse  action  by  Congress. 

Yet  no  one  anticipates  that  the  present  proposals  will  be 
vetoed  by  Congress,  since  H.R.  12716  was  largely  justi¬ 
fied  on  grounds  that  increased  exchange  is  needed  with 
Great  Britain. 

France:  During  consideration  of  H.R.  12716  it  was 
said  that  France  has  not  yet  made  “substantial  progress” 
and  is  therefore  not  entitled  to  receive  the  kind  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  material  which  would  enable  her  to  com¬ 
plete  her  nuclear  weapons  program. 

Recently  General  deCaulle  has  reiterated  France’s  de¬ 
termination  to  become  a  nuclear  weapons  power,  pend¬ 
ing  a  disarmament  agreement.  It  is  interesting  to  recall 
that  one  rationalization  for  H.R.  12716  was  that  it  might 
“relieve  our  allies  of  the  psychological  desire  to  inde¬ 
pendently  embark  on  their  own  atomic  weapons 
program.” 

It  is  now  rumored  that  Secretary  of  State  John  Foster 
Dulles  has  agreed  to  give  France  an  atomic  engine  for 
a  submarine.  Senator  Anderson,  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Atomic  Energy,  has  pointedly  noted  that 
under  the  new  law  Congress  must  also  approve  such  a 
transfer. 


SPACE  FOR  PEACE  AND  WAR 

On  July  16  Congress  approved  the  National  Aeronautics 
and  Space  Act  of  1958.  Under  this  Act  space  policy  will 
be  determined  by  the  President  with  the  advice  of  an 
8-man  National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Council. 

Space  research  and  development  programs  will  he  di¬ 
vided  between  a  new  National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administration  (NASA),  which  will  control  peaceful 
activities,  and  the  Department  of  Defense.  The  Defense 
Department  is  now  receiving  the  lion’s  share  of  space 
research  money.  The  new  Act  gives  it  authority  over 
all  “activities  peculiar  to  or  primarily  associated  with 
the  development  of  weapons  systems,  military  opera¬ 
tions,  or  the  defense  of  the  United  States  (including  the 
research  and  development  necessary  to  make  effective 
provision  for  the  defense  of  the  United  States).  .  .  .” 

NASA  “may  engage  in  a  program  of  international  co¬ 
operation.”  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  earlier  proposal  and  a  Congressional  resolution 
that  outer  space  should  be  used  only  for  peaceful  pur¬ 
poses  will  be  implemented. 


CLIFFHANGER 

Like  the  heroine  in  the  old  time  serial  movie,  the 
Senate  Subcommittee  on  Disarmament  has  man¬ 
aged  to  survive  another  crisis.  On  July  31  the 
present  Subcommittee  with  members  from  the  For¬ 
eign  Relations,  Armed  Services  and  Atomic  En¬ 
ergy  Committees  expired.  But  the  Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Subcommittee  has  now  moved  to  create  its 
own  Subcommittee  on  Disarmament.  It  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  will  he 
chairman.  This  Subcommittee  is  authorized  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  6  months — to  January  31,  1959.  It  has 
authority  to  hold  hearings,  issue  staff  studies  and 
reports  as  did  the  previous  Sul)committee.  It  has 
a  budget  of  $35,000  for  the  6  months  period. 

The  Subcommittee’s  staff  director.  Miss  Betty 
Goetz,  is  now  in  Geneva  observing  the  scientific 
talks  on  detection  of  nuclear  weapons  tests. 

The  situation  in  Lel)anon  reinforces  the  need  to 
apply  regional  arms  control  measures  in  the 
world’s  tension  areas,  a  point  stressed  l)y  Senator 
Humphrey  in  the  Subcommittee’s  studies. 
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IN  BRIEF 

Forty-ninth  State.  June  30  the  Senate  passed  (64-20) 
and  sent  to  the  President  a  House  hill,  approved  208- 
166,  niakin"  Alaska  the  forty-ninth  state.  Next  step: 
statehood  for  Hawaii  and  home  rule  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Person  to  Person.  This  year  the  President  held  his 
retpiest  for  funds  for  educational  exchange  to  the 
amount  approjtriated  in  1957  ($20.8  million).  It  was 
felt  that  the  House  would  not  a[)prove  a  larger  program. 
The  Senate  recommended  $30.8  million.  Congress  ap¬ 
proved  $22.8  million. 

Belated  Aid  for  Refugees.  Congress  has  finally  ap¬ 
proved  the  President’s  re(juest  to  regularize  the  status 
of  some  32,000  Hungarian  refugees  paroled  into  the 
United  States  in  1956-57. 

The  new  act  provides  that,  at  the  end  of  two  years  in 
this  country,  parolees  may  become  permanent  residents, 
eligible  for  citizenship,  if  they  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  Immigration  and  Nationality  Act.  Unfortunately, 
the  new  legislation  does  not  guarantee  permanent  status 
to  those  who  do  not  meet  health  and  public  charge  speci¬ 
fications.  Officials  have  given  verbal  assurances,  how¬ 
ever,  that  no  refugee  will  be  deported  except  for  security 
reasons. 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  on  June  6  E. 
Rayniond  Wilson  was  awarded  an  honorary  doctor 
of  laws  degree  hy  Haverford  College. 


Important  new  book:  “Inspection  for  Disarmament,' 


''OUR  OBSESSION"  WITH  ARMS  AND  BASES 

Senator  J.  W.  Fulbright  said  June  20  in  the  Senate: 

“We  have  poured  military  assistance  into  any  foreign 
country  that  would  accept  it  ...  .  For  the  next  50  years, 
most  bloodletting  will  be  traceable  to  military  etjuip- 
ment  of  United  States  origin.  .  .  . 

“The  shipment  of  arms  to  any  nation  not  practiced  in 
the  art  of  democratic  self-government  promotes  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  status  quo  ....  That  aid  has  a  tendency 
to  pit  the  United  States  against  the  rising  tide  of  self- 
determination  and  fertilizes  foreign  soil  for  the  Com¬ 
munists  to  till. 

“And  what  of  our  overseas  military  bases?  We  now 
have  approximately  275  major  base  complexes — more  ' 
than  1400  if  one  counts  all  sites  ....  which  are  de¬ 
signed  for  emergency  occupation — located  in  31  coun¬ 
tries.  .  .  . 

“All  the  w'orld  knows  that  our  foreign  bases  pose  a 
threat  for  the  Soviet  Union.  All  the  world  knows  that 
Soviet  missiles  and  submarines  pose  a  threat  for  the 
United  States.  All  the  world  knows  we  live  on  the  brink 
of  disaster. 

“Yet  we  seem  to  operate  on  the  theory  that  serious 
negotiation  can  take  place  only  if  we  are  safely  ahead 
in  the  race.  Will  we  ever  feel  ourselves  sufficiently 
ahead  to  negotiate?  Will  the  Russians?  i 

“I  seriously  doubt  if  either  physical  security  or  the  j 
preservation  of  freedom  can  be  assured  by  continued  j 
preoccupation  with  military  defense.”  ! 

I 

Prof.  Seymour  Melman,  ed.  Columbia  University  Press.  j 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  legislation 

is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 

Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 
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Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


